“We have a Mandate….”

“The Prime Minister (Bob Hawke) and government members should not hide behind the argument that there is some kind of Mandate out of the last election. That suggestion is invalid, not only in terms of the number of votes cast, but also on the simple proposition that when people vote at an election they do not vote on only one issue. The Mandate theory of politics from the point of view of proper analysis has always been absolutely phoney.”
John Howard.

Leader of the Opposition, 15th September 1987

Quoted in The Age, 6th October 1998.

